
Ifee Black 6ea, and force thorn to retain to Beb»»-
tepoi, whioh port they will net b« allowed to le*T«
HI the conclusion of a treaty of peare. This 1b the
first real act of the Western Towers in the war,

ITfcich now threatens to become European.
The French government is making eflioient pre

ptimtona for war. as the Ministry of War plans are

fc«top prepared for the organization of forty-two
iiviai )Dh, which will give an effective force of

BOO,000 mei.
Tb couriers with the despatches to the admirals

Ifift London and Paris on the 10th fust., and will
Nat ;'iently reach Constantinople oa Christmas
076, <.: ll>ereab»ote.

Fi m the seat of. war there is nothing new, though
iiap irs that a;i attack on Kalefat by the Rua-
tiuat eras repulsed with great loea to the Russians.
Th Home Secretaryship, vac&ut since the reeig-
.fe of Lord Palmerston, has not yet been filled
f>. Sir .James Graham la spoken of, who will be
|0<w led by Fox Maule in his department.
1 < u .etc you a late sheet, containing many iate-

Uti; u items of intelligence.
Yin will see that M M- Soulc, at Madrid.father

Ud ^ a. have been principals in duels at that Capi¬
tol. I eacloae details.
Tk- following version was current in Paris:.
& f cpt hu tak*n place b»tw».n the Marquis >1* argot,

Ike Irer.ch Amb4<<*ador. and Mr. S >ul< the A avrican

Mini* or at Madrid iu I.jrd UuwJja aoted ai *#-

ooad t > the Marqu-a d« Turcot. It app-.ara that another
duel -ad pravlou-ly takeu place between the Daks of
ilk* wo i Mr. Sooli!, J m , k- n of the Minister, arming oat
Of tb' quarrel to which I alluded » joih time ago. and
Wklel. -<H.k place at tbi French Amb inaior'B bail It
Wil b i^Tiembered that the Duke of Alb* wan overheard
try V Soulc aphakias dii-paragtcgly of tbe draan of
K"*" Soulv wiiim n« "I'M pared 10 sl*.-y of II lrgitdy.
Attfc ime. tbe I)u*»<i Alua declined tb* art i'saut to
blua l.f Mr. Socle. th" g' <uod that th« qltrrn waa a

paiiti >l"u«; bat «ince t l- n be »ee|ju tu har< recon¬
sider t'.e matter Tb« p»rti' ¦ wught with amali
¦won' . The eftAir lairfe liirew-quartera of is boar. At
lengt Vr Sou'r fell; wh«>n the l>ak«, with the polat of
his »\ r1 to U>* breaat. forsed bin opponent to retrait.
It ap t *ra that the du<-l b't»»e« the Marquis de Targot
and J., Srvule, iv-n. orUi'iatad In the aau»o affair, ho
thatti* Duke of Al ia by ne joke about an American
lady't *. ) U of dre** r »< nootrired »o gel up two duel*.
Tbf Mairid correspondent ot tnc Vhronxclt, writ¬

ing unde* date of Des. 15, gives the following version
DC the aflair:.
Ai-'l look [.la.-o yesterday, at4 1*. M , n»ar the Trad i,

feetw*' (i the I'uke of Alfa and M». Souk*-, jun. eon of the
.all* S ate« envoy at thin Court. Tne seconds of the
Dale acre General J. do la Coaoha and the Count of Pa
aosK-ln ud thr.ee of Mr Soulc were CoL 11 lane del
Boioi ma Mr. Perry. Secretary to the American legation.
Th* iartlei fougnt wi'h aworda but fortunately without
¦tthei being woaadeo, (aa far aa I can learn.) and it and
.d in the eeoondi* drawii g up a minute of the proceeding*
». bs tug been enn^no'e t iu a manner eatiafactory to the
homo > nd reputait' n < f both part ae. It wae alaoafreed,
I an ti.ld, that the Mrera wnicb hare pasted between
|&aB i.oald be uutu>lly wi'.kdrawn.
A ktter from Madrid, dated December 17, has the

Wlov, ing
I r» . ri to bare t j icfurm you that the aftiir to wbioh

1 Si '; 'j alluded yn-te <l»y has terminated in a
boat; meeting, in i-p te of the efforts of the frianda
.f tb i artire to bnag aixint a peateaMe arrangeui fn'.;
and I u a.'miite'l on h.1 .sujen that I.ord Ho vden'n elfjrta
to r«< clle them bare hren unreu itt.ug. The prineipala
are A1 e Turgut. KrHDCti ambaiiaador, aad Mr SoDlr,
(Jaltt »atea env.iy a', thin c lurt. The esoouda of the
Term* > r« Lord Ueedrn, and 0>n<ral Cn'.ier. Krenoh
Oomn uniroo the ixjui-uarr queatinn. Mr. dou 6 »ai
atttn by (teDeral Vald^t atd rienor B A daGamindo
The a I ti>ok plaoe tbia mornlrg, with pi tola, at twenty
float ur parliet; meeti' g at Cbamar'.ln^ a league from
Madr at talf part >-1>-«uq Tlie firat Sre twik plase with¬
out It Co W ffeoc.) tire, M Je Torijot waa abol
threa. i "be l«f. t- ar to» »nre, he *aa irarai-diately ra- I
Bort i rue in bia carnag*, and bore the j jorney pretty
wall. I.xlegiarow a pot de»il awollen; but aa it ap
peara haf Mia koeeecap irai sol touohed, and a'> principal
artar uounded.it u trunted that hia atate ianoloieof
dang Ur Soulc wa^not wounded.
Th Urtmen Bteuraer Germania has put in at Fal-

01Out for cx>als, having experienced a succession of
OMtc ly ^ales.
Tin court has comc to Windsor.

Albemihuc SrsEiT, Piccadilly,)
London, Dec. 21, 1853. j

Cigomiu Viaduct « South Walts The Currency
a*tiJ its Difficulties Mechi, the Razor Maker, a

Mi Jil Farmer.Reform in the Universities. The
Bv ial Clubs. The Coal Trade Deaths of the
Jd..' chioness of lVtlle*le*y ami Lady Eglmton.
Tt it res, $-r . The H'ednefday Evening Con-
err frc.
In connection with tho South Wales Riilway,

Whic'i > a broad gauge line in conncction with, and
maia - supported by, the directors of the (Ireat
West n a line ia fast approaching completion that
Will W te the towns of Newport, Abergavenny, and
Here; <1; and oc thin there is uow in conrse cf con¬

strue' on a viaduct bridge which is the largest hi-
then . deigned in the United Kingdom, and pnbably
in thi >orld. not excepting even the magnificent
fiadt. ! over the Tweed valley on the (Jreat North-
en, between Newcastle and Edinbarg. The Crump-
ton vmduct crosses the Ebbw, an affluent of tho
Bevei a at a mean height of somewhat more than
two L iiidred feet above the river, and the chief struc¬
ture crotsing the noithern valley, is l,0'>t> feet long,
divide i into seven spans or arches of one hundred
and tiny feet each, each span consisting of four
wroo. V. iron girders, which rest on iron piers con-

poeeu of fourteen ground columns, that are them
Mire* framed together with cast iron girders, the
whel* >«eing of such enormous strength that the
irood i platform above, on which the rails re3t, is

Cairo »!cd to^bear a weight of several thousand tons.

This i moture may not, perhaps, bear comparison in

BOrel and grandeur of conception, with the tubular
bridg - ever the Menai »traitn nnd the Wye river, near
Cher 'ow; but as a viaduct, it is the finest that has
yetbi ea brought into extatence by the railway sys¬
tem, this or any other country of Europe; aud
Cooai ting its size, the estimated cost, (under
£120.009.) is all but insignificant.
W) u the government, with the concurrence of

most of oar great capitalists and others learned in

.none' ry matters, established the currency system au-

fcorh i by the bank act of 1844, it was thought by
jasy o be a nearer approach to perfection than any
Much had gone before; bnt subsequent experience,
bee >1 > that bi^erly learned in 1847, when consols
Wito Tt'l and the bank discounts rose to 8 per cent,

e r.j ,y shown that in times of difficulty the
jfeak (.t Knglasd is utterly powerless. without per-
Wimc to violate the law, for saving the trading
Comic nity from the embarrassments, calamities and

.tola o a monetary crisis. What happened in 1847
Mayo ur again; and, indeed, there are unequivo¬
cal in cations of some great monetary crisis in the
TMt i uil>er of foreign loans and foreign projects,
CXOet ve trading translation* with foreign countries,
Mid ex -waive investments in railway and other joint
¦tack xiyanies, and lastly, in the deficient crops
very g rural throughout Kurope, the wnole of which
are ovulated to require a capital of nearly two hun¬
dred i;j''lions rterliug, distributed as follows:.
Capit. required for foreign projects £ >7,000.000
Foreign loans, wanted by France, Aus-

tote i 'id lliuuia >').OOO.OJO
Carlit: to make up for deficient return*

fror. Indian and Chinese trade ">,000,000
F.xo* of ex jorts in 1852 and 1853 1 > 000,(»00
Horar njects registered 70.000,000
PeAct -it ctops 1\000.000

T ' |I i l . ,000,000
Thi wt of projected schemes may |x>rh ips lie not)

ft lit!.- <1 miniMbc<l by the bursting of maoy bubbles,
nnd tledeisy of numerous speculations that niU keep
tUlb« er time*; bnt at any rate, taken collectively,
they »! ow the real character of the period in whi ;h
we liv , and seem to prwage a state of embarrass-
meat fr- m which we may look in vain for the Hank
to feli- ?e us. TV fac t i*. that the original error in

of me? ne of difficulty, has been the fai ore
rarer: -nent inkers to apply their repressive powers
U Mp 'ess the erti in the first in*Un c, Instead of

K doing . at the last, in aggravation of its conse-
ic' J. - The bai.k moreover, p. -"c^inj, as it
b9M sole power of dat I iinir n t ><¦ quantity and

value of mon«yin circulation, and so determining
the vm>;e of every in w s property. is mind, wr

think "» provide *mi" better security tha'i it c*n
fumv v.-ith its p-f lit virv limited caultil; nor

ioea U ' tem too murii to ask that a company with
Mb ei oraious imxvm iould extend tlieir availab'e

1 n the full ani' imt of its note* in eir."tUtlon,
? reCrrenre to t jf 'our t»^n millions which they

BO' autkon/.fd u> circulate .ver anda'wvethe
Sm i bullion tb«> luv> in uand. ru>'-f> obserra-

¦ 1 .»» i been called i'Wth (>y tlie 'HTii-aloi asho-t
T« isble review o» the pre nt stir* of the cur-

reaoy. written by Mr. W. F. Hptckimn, a clever
Mtll at man, who ecu ly proves, nnw »ver, that
oiaat' ek in trade of the i>ank. or iu oUiar words,
HM ac'-ive clieulatioo," is r '|>re<»'nt*d by
tM difference bc:twten the a'rtoniit >f flu--.- s^nt <vi*

|Yf Ik' wn* di pa: Imeiii atiu tb<- ' not a i'i revrvp''
ja ths bmkin^ k'c,...l -t-.i i> t »t I t u it. a

m Ifee weekly sUtement made by the bank, is in
Kit c^mmercUi beronnter t«eard3 whi;h al

Am1ii Jirtot their attention,M ft MtW huh* J»4e*gjfof our commercial atmosphere; nor canSJt Dowerftil company.howeyw pressing the ne-2StT« however great their desira-holJ oat one
tittle of assistance to embarmsed speculators, be-
vond (be limit Here assigned to it.
We do not very frequently find oommeroial «en

«id tradesmen turning themselves successfully to
agricultural pursuit*: but in Mr. Mechi, the groat
dressing case and razor maker of Leadenhall stxeot,
we have an example of high intelligence, aa well as

complete success, in the very highest class or rural
cultivation. He ifl evidently a man of no ordin^-y
mental capacity, and with an ample fortune earned
in buainettti. he lias applied his talents to raise agri¬
culture, by his own example, to the same level in
point of science that baa been attained in all the
mechanical and engineering department* of busmw"
life. A year and a half ago we had an opportunity
of seeing his model farm at Tlptree-haL in Essex ;
and delightful Indeed it was to toe the perfeot order
and cleanliness which prevailed throughout, and the
masterly style In which all the various operations ot
hurbaiidry are performed by methois wholly nnprao-
Used by, and in a great measure unknown to, ordi¬
nary joe trot farmers. Our present reason, however,
for notiling the subject is the deliver}' by this intelli¬
gent amateur farmer, on W eduesday, at the Society
of Arts, of a very elevor lectsre on the advanta o* of
the system earned into practice bv himself. Me
strongly advocates tho application of steam po\. ei to
farm yard oi>erations, which he conceives wjiui

thereby be reduced to one fourth thw present ex-
petite, independent of tbe economy gained in spa:#
and horse-fodder, and most particularly recommitsthe use of Usher's steam plough and Komaine s culti-
vaUir; besides which, on the subject of manuring
land, he shows incontestibly the su|>criority of liquid
decomposed animal manure to the ordinary aolid
farm refuse commonly used to dress land. Ibe dilute
liquid manure he obtains by throwing into a huge
subterranean tank all the larm nfu* and dead ani¬
mals, and then allowing them to decompose in a large
quantity of water. This liquid matter he forces
along pipes laid underground, and discharges it over
the land under pressure through distributing nozzles,
which are capable of sending out OLe hundred gal¬
lons a minute, and thus imgating the land most
thoroughly with the elements of growth in an extra¬
ordinarily short time. He Bays, too. that by this
method he succeeded in giving fertility for grazing
purposes, in eighteen months, to a piese o. heavy,
iirol tlcss clay land which had resisted all the appli¬
cations of solid manure, and had by these means
dollied it with tine fattening grasps, capable ot giv¬
ing pasture to three times the cumber of animals,
mid causing a large increase in the yield ot milk,
cieam and butwr. The value of liquid ma¬
nure he states to be more and more esti¬
mated by farmers; and be told the meeting,
by way of illustration, that a gentleman at Rugby
had rented the use of the drainage ot that town,
at £K0 a year, for twenty one years, and had em¬
ployed it successfully in fertilizing 700 acres of graz¬
ing land. These are the salient points of Mr.
Mechi'svery interesting lecture; and we think he
has very clearly proved that if the farmers attend to
their own interests; by improving their systems of
cultivation by the aid of modern chemical and me¬
chanical science, they need cot fear injury from free
trade either in corn or cattle; for. granting that the
first outlay may be great, the returns wiU re¬
pay them three and fourfold for their extra expendi-
Our transatlantic friends are aware that within

the last eighteen months some very strict inquiries
have been made by royal commissions into the
t.me-honoied abuses of those great monkish estab¬
lishments yclept Oxford and Cambridge, which
for many a long year have contributed ratner to re¬
tard than advance knowledge and educational train
ing in the old oountry; and we are glad to find that
it naa been with a view to gome practical reform,
effected not by any half measures proposed by Jliem-
selves, but by a scheme prepared uuder the sanction
of government. This is quite a surprise to the big
wie», and not a little were they shocked when, pre¬
paring for all the hospitalities and pleasures of
Christmis, at being informed, through an official
communication to the Earl of Derby.the Chancellor
of Oxtord. that a measure of University retorm is in
preparation, and will be announced from the throne
in our good Queen's opening address. Thus we are
glad to find that, with all the alacrity displayed by
ttie hebdomadal board of heads of colleges and
proctors on the one hand, and the collej?e- tutors on
the other, our ministers are likely to distance both
by bringing out a complete scheme, ready for enact¬
ment. and one. moreover, that will be far less agree¬
able to their conservative notions thau anv concocted
by themselves. It is impossible to divine what it
nay be, but any plan that falls short of breaking up
the exclusive oollege system, and throwing open the
education and honors of the Universities to free stu¬
dents, without tost or religious qualiStation, will fall
miserably short of the national requirements. TVon*
vtrront.

....It has long been known in large towns, and espe¬
cially in Lonios, Liverpool, a«d other gigautij
congregations of human beings, that the preseatsystem of money payments nude by burial clubs
acts as a direct incentive to marker. Ia fact it is
well knewn that mrtbars, for filthy lucre, act a»
child poisoners, carrying en thiir plans with m >re
impunity and security than ever Burke and H.ire en¬
joyed, while pursuing their horrid traffic in the
b< dies ol their murdered vietims. We apprehend,
moreover, that by wives, husbinds, childrea-all the
depraved, in fact, who subscribe to suoh societies.
nets as revolting as theie are perpetrated from the
lu!<t of gain, though it was only the other day that
public alterJion was called to the fact by the ore-
pentmrnt of the Grand Jury of Liverpool at the last
special assizes. What is the remedy? Common
seree replies, either the total abolition of such olubs.
or such a restriction on their operation as to preveut
the relatives of ihe dead from deriviag pecuniary
benefit from their denize. Lord Stanley, in a letter
to th* Timtf, reoemmends the latter, observing very
sensibly that as the motive for such wickedness
springs from avarice, that avarice wool* be defeated
in its purpose, and at the same time the object of the
clnb fnlly aaswered, if its officers were themselves to
defray the expenses of sickness and interment, with¬
out allowing a tingle penny to i*ss through the
bands of persons open to the temptations of such un¬
holy traffic. Take away the motive, and the crime
will cease; the hand that held the ratal phial or
administered the deadly drug will b» disarmed.
The evil began with the motive of horrid, filthy,
beastly gain, and when once that motive Is destroyed
the evil itself will die a quiet, natural death. We
h<n>e for the humanity or the United States that
such crimes are not practised there: but as human
Dature is everywhere the same.everywhere open to
the same temptation.we suggest a remedy,
which is capable of much wider application -the
grand i rinciple of our suggestion being that in all
ca.«cs of crime prevention is better than cure.
To such an extent has our coal industry been d( ve-

loped, that at the present time not less than 37,000,-
0(H) of tons arc raited annually, the value of which at
the pits mouth is little less than £10,000.000 ;
at places of csnsumptton, including expenses or
transport and other charges, probably not less than
£120 000.000. The capital employed in the trade ex¬
ceeds 110,000,000. About 400 iron turn aces of
Oreat Britain consume annually 10,000,000 tons of
coal ard 7,000,000 tons of ironstone, in order to pro¬
duce '2^00,000 tons of pig-iron, of the v^ue of up¬
wards or £1,000,000. For the supply or the metro¬
polis alone, 3 ,''.00,000 tons or coal are required for
ruanutacturing and domestic purposes; our coasters
conveycd imlfoo upwards or 9,360,000 tons to various

ports in the United Kingdom, and 3 350.000 ons
were exDorted to foreign countries and the British
possessions. A<d to this that about 120.0»0 persons
are constantly employed In extracting the coal from
the mines, and that in sotie or the northern coun¬
ties there arc more persons at work under the ground
than upon ia surlace. and some approximate idea
will be formed of the importance and extent o. this
branoh or our industry. These subterranean path¬
ways bang, and bang again, your renowned '^Mam¬
moth Cave" in Kentucky. ami with aU due dertrence
to Mr. N. P- Willis, (see his " Health Trip to the
Tropica") would afford even a latter theme for a
new Dante's "1 irrrno".neither do the* coal walks
.rturn members to the Briti.-h Hou«* or l'arlm-nent

1 recret to aunouuee the demise of the Marchioness
Welle^ey, widow oT the elder brother or the Duke
or Wellington, who txpired on Sa'urdsy la-t at her
apartments In Hampton Court 1 alaee, after a
>hort illness. The de*»sed. Marianne Marc ii. ue«s
of Wellei-ley, whs a daughter of Mr. R'-hard
Caton. or the United St«'«. Wbm the late
celebrated Marquis Welle-ley married her she was
ihe wido-» or Mr. Kichard l\tt non. Her ladysWp
was the Marquis's -ec >nd wile. The i'e Mirchmaess
was for mauy years Lady of the Bedchamber to
yneen Adelaide. Many families of rauk are placed
in mourning by her decease.
And »o that tiis de<ease should not lie entirely

sing e, we record the death of the estuna'.le wi'e of
the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. She was the daugh¬
ter of a c-mu'rv gentleman of large property, C liarles
Newcotiibe, Eq and by her ainuble character arid
won.ai ly virtues contributed m ho small J'*.? "
ine horwissnil elevation of Lord hgliutonto the > ice
H i* ally ol Ireland.

... . ,The pwjtnmime at Old Drurj i- ied c esp«-
cially to ». bovs and g rls ot t^e m-tropoli- aad

: the foibles of the day and the s'irrug eve ,t- of ,ne
i,a-t yea*, both home and foreun. vil Jh- reoro-
ductd. The (irimaldi of thw our day Mt.th.-ws^will appear as Clown. Milauo a- Hwlequ n Aunie

; Cusnnie ss Columbine. Hal ord i Psotilooa, acd
Mi's Charles as Harle(|«dna.

j t.reat tilings are expected of tbe Ha> market paa_.
tcimiroe.the opening of which is wiifen >y Hui «
stone bimsclf. Mi-e Km«y Wyndhsm will ». s»jrs1 letsott tilt Tnlumbiiie at the Olympic fin Cortst-
n :is. The paiitumime Is written bj | "in T
ihe nnth'T of " To I'a'eots and O" «r.li «n*. lesf
\\ oOipgti n," " I'lot and I'assio- ." At . Ac The

' iMihine"* a' '. i- hou»e l a* b»en tru'y w oidettul. and
all the b*M sesl< a:;d lme< nre !>(» >'*. d up bsyooi
the i ex* mot » .» Al"rrd Wijr^ti s li'tle tt oil* ol
.ote nt - ).»<>< i<. .. r: . sod hip tueoed
jl' ti.C iil'- - . '<u A o. 4'f- ' '*

| little Han^Me'* and R Am'i imperennatjOT of
thr^e dk'in.t (.bo»c>rsea<-aeT« -eg is ths gre*t<«*

triumph rtnee the days of Ke*a " the elder".great
praise U due to Mrs. Alfred Wlgan, whoa* good tarte
presides over the "misttn-trtne" and dresses, not to
make of her " White Serjeant" in " the Olympic
Camp."
We have watched, with some interest, Uv pro-
gM of those musical entertainments at Kxeter
Hall, and cannot but admire the energy and enter
prise with which they have been conducted this
season, showing man unmistakeobly the wish of
the directors to indoctrinate and familiarise the
English public with the highest school of musical
art, rather than to pander to a riotous taste by
aerving up the light, sensuous music of the Italian
and French composers. UenoeJIistead ot Rtssiai,
l'udello. Auber, Balfe, and others of the like cali¬
bre, we hate been presented with tha thtfa d'auvre

of C»luck,8pobr, Ilayda, Beethoven, Mendelssohn,
and those works of Weber and Handel, with which
the concertgolng public are leas frmiliar. Bee¬
thoven; especially, has had all due honors paid him
by ths performance in a style that would da no dis¬
credit even to the Pbl]hannoc!<} Society, of several

! of his grandest sympLouiea, in fading the heroic
and paatoial symphonies, his overtures to the
"Men of Prometheus," and "The Mount of Olives,"
and two or three of his finest pianoforte sonatas.
the last admirably played by thc.t wonderful instru¬
ment t, Mad'lle Clauss, who has just left us for
S* aburg. Then, again, we have been favored

elasohn'e wonderful "Italian Symphony.''
,.«jvu mabtyle that Lindpaintner himself could
scarcely excel.with a verve, energy, expression,
arid nudity that fairly astonishes ns at the pre¬
cision and ptritttion that a» attained by a wetl-
cobdocted lull band. The last evening, too, in ad¬
dition to three or four flae pieces from Beethoven
and Mendelwaohn, we wers presented with a popious
selection of the best music from Handel's "Alexan¬
der's Feast," both vocal and instrumental, the'
former being executed by Misses Birch, Poole, Ter¬
tian, A-c., aad Messrs. Gules, Phillips, Herr Pin-
chek, A a.
Tbe llluxb(*l<d London Newt has this week fa¬

vored us with a striking likeness of Albert Smith.
This litterateur resumed his popular entertai -.merit
of "tbe Ascent of Mont Blunc," ftt, the Egyptianliall, last Monday week. I take this opportunity of
giving a slight sketch of our distinguished lecturer's
antecedents. The books of the little quaint old
church at Cherteey, in Surrey, say that he was born
ou the 24th May, 1816. He was educated at Mer¬
chant Tailors' School, studied medicine at the Mid¬
dlesex Hospital, and became a member of the Col¬
lege ot Surgeons in 1838 -after which he continued
bis studies at the Hotel Dieu and Glamart, in P»ris;
and, on his return to England, practiced with his
father as a Biirgaon at Chertsey. Albert Smith was
then a recognized author, and nis pamphlet, entitled
"Arguments against Phrenology," had 'reached a
f<Hirui [edition. Between 1838 and 1840 he wa9 a
large contributor to the Mirror, the Literary World,
the Medical Time*, and many other publications,
audwasone of tbe fitst writers in Punch, the suc¬
cess of which was mainly attributable to Mr. Smith's
admirable article, generally known as "the Medical
Student," "Sketches of Evening Parties," Ac.

Mr. Smith for many years edited BentUy's Mis¬
cellany, wheein appeared " The Adventures of Mr.
Ledbury and his Friend Jack Johnson," " Blanche
Heriot, "The Scattergood Family," '^The Mtr-
chioness of Biinsvilliera. " "Christopher Tad¬
pole," and the " Pottleton Legacy," Ac. During
this time be also enjoyed considerable reputa¬
tion as a dramatist, and wrote for the Surrey,
Olympic, Primers' aud Lyceum. Next he ap¬
peared as the author of a set of amusing little
l>ook*, such as the "Gent," the .' Flirt," tho " Bil¬
let Girl," the " Idler upon Town," " Stuck up Peo¬
ple," Ac., which, by good naturedly showing up the
weak jioints ot a very large class of society, insured
a von considerable popularity. Meanwhile, Mr.
Smith occasionally contributed to Blackwood's Ma¬
gazine, the h'fpsake.lhe Book of Beauty , and other
annuals,jind, for several years he was the dramatic
critio of the Illustrated l^mdon News, to which
journal be also contributed many a column of picto¬
rial pleasantries. He also wrote seveial songs for
John Parry, and his entertainment entitled " Lights
and Shadows of Social life."

In 184'.) Mr. Smith made an excursion to the East,
and en his return home produced his clever and sue
ceseful entertainment of the " Overland Mail."
Next j car he made the ascent of Mout Blanc, and,
upon this perilous journey was founded his "Ascent
ot Mont Blanc Lecture, which was tint given at
the Egyptian Hall, March 15,1852, tbe sue jess of
w hich is best atti sted by the fact that during the
two seasons of 1862 '63, there paid 'or admissions
lt-3,754 persons, realising the sum of £17,000. Mr.
Smith is universally respected. Don C.*:hau.

London, Deo. 21, 1853.
Prince Albert and tht Affairs of State. Continental

Influences. Cabinet Councils State Rvmors.
An English Christmas.Juvenile Crime Artifi¬
cial Propagation of Pish Theatricals.
In t;e Husso-Turco question we are told, (in expla¬

nation of certain supineness,) that there is a certain
power behind the scenes.behind the throne. Mark
what foliows.

It is painful even to imagine, but most distressing
to know as a fact, that at the presen', time the sove¬

reign of this free Proiestan; oountry is surrounded by
influences most prejudicial to her country's interests.
The fad is, that through Belgium, whose ruler i>
now cosuect?d by mari iage relations with Austria,
an influeu;e is exeited in iavor of the Austrian and
Russian policy which, while it for a time; strength¬
ens the hands of the Aberdeen administration, is
diametrical ly opposed to the general wishes of the
country; and every loyal subject and true lover of
his country must grieve at the reflection that our

Queen is placed in so false a position. Indeed, now

that Lord Palmerston , from whatever cause, has
ceased to form a part of the government, the sove¬

reign has not at present a single truly English minis¬
ter in her councils; and, though the Times wishes to
gleze over the breach, and aajribo it to some paltry
difference about the forthcoming measure of parlia¬
mentary reform, we have no hesitation in saying.
and tbe Emperor of the Frendh bclievca it too.
that the late Home Secretary, (the only honest man
among his colleagues.) has been compelled to retire
became he bolily, loyally, and patrioucally resisted
the nnti English influences to which we have alluded,
and with toe contact of which be waa daily and
hourly disgusted. Even the Duke of Newcastle,
who was sometime ago almost as hostile as Lord
Palmenton to the influence of Germanism at Court,
seems now to have be.-ome completely entangled in
its meebes; and all things are earned wi Ji a high
hand to favor the views if those who, against tbe
will or tbe people, are adrocating Russian politics at
Court But let tbem beware ere too late, for if
this unho'y alliance be once generally known to the
EnglUh people, a catastrophe may possibly be pro¬
duced as bad as " the Soanish marriages," and
ministers will surely tue the day ou which th$y
began to adopt so ruinous a policy.

Cabinet councils are of as daily occurrence ai are
luncheons.

It is generally believed that Sir James Graham ac¬
cepts the oflice of Secretary of tbe Home Depart¬
ment, and that Fox. Maule (Lord Paumure) is to be
the First Lord of the Admiralty.The hospitab'e season, which is now so olose at
band, alwajs sal's for busy preparation among the
autbois, liustrators. and publishers, who cater for
the amuKruieut of our young folks. This year, how¬
ever, there teems to bare been moie than t ie usual
amount of industry bestowed, and the reviewers'
tables groan beneath tbe weight of the many works
of every varying hue and shape that they are called
on to notice. Firtt aud foiemost, we have a beauti¬
fully illustrated edition of " The Sermon or. the
Mount." got up with lavish expenditure, by Lotijj
man's hoiiiS; tncu an edition of " Gray's Elegy.'
splendidly printed, and embellished with exquisite

i ugravin^s, Irorn tbe Messis. 1>, g ; thirdly, a
f-plerdid sork, " Feathered Favorites," fnin B >s-
wotth's; next, a cheap threepenny p<ihlicati»o
fioni Charles Dickens, entitled " Another Hound
of St- ries l»y the Cnn-tmas Fire," con'ataing
me eight or nine histoiiitUs, written juit as chil¬

dren love hem at this right merry season; again, a
bundle of gay looking children's books (rjiu Mr.
I>»rtnn, that wholesale caterer for the small fry of
onr pie?tiit population; with another lot, much bet¬
ter ^ot up a< d prettilly illustrated from Addy, anew
publisher in the children's line -and it may be well to

I mention three or four by name, such as Mrs. Butler's
" Ice Kir g and the Sweet South Wind," Vincent's
very well written and prettily illustrated story of
"The Pictty Plate, or Honesty the Hest Policy,"
Consin Alice's "All is not (iold that Glitters," and
some very pretty " Stories on Natural History".
books, all of them, which, were there no otbera,
would mske a very fair addi'-ion t» a nursery liknwy.
Tben, again, the indefatigable llogue has issued a
IkkK that will absorb tbe attention <>f our boys home
for the bol days during a fortnight at lea*, entitled

" Foot|.r<r.ts <-f Kamoua Men,' making them ac¬
quainted with the early lives ot »uch lofty-minded
and illtmiricns rren as Washing em, Huke, aud
Necker, liu e, Houthey, Hyron, Watt, Black, Hun-

1 ter Reynolds, Chantry Wren the whole chattily
writte", beautifully Muatrafed, and suited to f irm an
on. r !. companion to ttat ajMtal old "Hoy's
Own H- os which, ( Id as it is. is yet so gooi that
we oah ib nRxd its !.*.». Bauoderw and Otiey have
contnbutea their qm.t* of Christmas fire, m the
rhs|-eot a cargo of rhjme, yciept " Flot»au aiffl

I J .team," mestdng wait- cast a-hote and iyi4e<t»-d
for tie ia«flei's n-e, many having before been pub.

1 llal I'd in " lait," the rvn.lersoi which havenft.-ri
t efiielten en< banted with tlieir meriy. I mgok r

in » ing jiogle. (list goe* " turn We. tuuibte o'er ('ie
sior.es, lite Anacrv <«i s dno.ken vera? t." Indeed.
.I is a r'x1it pUa-aiit b-' 'k di-<pl4>ing no rns'l
(T"i nf, i i ft' r».|. f im t .< . nb li v, i i r <>'ii M<| tint
wlto iru h grote^quenews ol imagery and plenty <n
W!t and b> mor, jwrforative of fxarty merry, t<mr

OBittaf lM|War-« oapltal mm, to feat, for hypo¬
chondriasis aid (ha blue tails. W» have do doubt
that there are many, many more of great merit,
and well deserving or mention; but we hare selected
these which, oa toe whole, are the beet in our Christ¬
mas market; and they will bear comparison, we
thii k, with those of any pryvious season within our
reoolleotion.
For the last two years oar leading philanthropist*

have tiecome tally aware of the absolute necessity of
doiig sosaethiaj amon^ the young to atop the ca-
reei of juvenile profligacy; and the authorities of
Ab« rdeen hare already clearly shown, by their own
example, that a judicious reformatory and -educv
tioi.nl system exercises a meet salutary and unques¬
tionable effect in repressing the bad propensities of
the young, having already brought aown almost to
sen> the number of youthful criminals and inisde*
me* tanU in that city. The subject nas uoir been
gravely, and, we truit, effectively, taken in hand by a

grent number of our most distinguished championsFor the reformation of the lower elasees.such as the
Earls of Barrowby and Shaftesbury, Calthor-®
B,r '-K» VakJ»-t~, Sir A. acodrioh, Mr. Satthew
Hill, (the Kecoider of Birmingham,) G.F. Muntz,
M. P., C. H. Adderly, M. P., Monckton Kills, M. P.,
Air. Joseph Sturge, and many others and on Tues¬
day there was such a gathering of the enlighteued
friends of humanity in Birmingham, that we veuture
to predict the aioompUshment of some great and
comprehensive measures for ruforiniDK those wretch¬
ed little creatures whose eriiues result from parental
neglect and bad example, or the apathy of the world
at large to their condition, Jrather than to any fault
ofthdrown. There can be no doubt, indeed -as it
is v ery justly stated by the Select Committee of the
House of Commons.that a large proportion of the
present aggregate mass of crime might be prevented,
and thousands of wretched beings, who, under the
p,- went system, have no prospect before them but a

oareef Oi wickedness and vice, might be converted
into vlituous, ho.C.'t and industries citizens, if due
care were taken to neglected, destitute and
criu inal children from the dan»C.ra temptations
incident to their position; and the cou*try unpen-
oui-ly calls for legtJative sanction to encotim^C r&

torn atory schools lor children convijted of crime of
habitual vagrancy; schools that should be supported
as II by local funds as contributions from the State;
and it is to be hoped that, in the ensuing session,
powers will be given for raising the necessiry lo al
rates. At the tame time, however, it seems beces-
sary.in older to prevent giving any encouragement
to parental negligence.that some portion of every
childs' cost at a reformatory school should lie re¬
coverable trom the parents. These principles beiD£
established, we think, with the promoters of this
conference, that all schools for this purpose that aie

alnac'y in existence, founded and supported by
voluntary charity, as iho-e ot Mr. Mutthetv Hill, Mr
Joseph Sturce, and Mies Carpenter, three long tried
tractical philanthropists, should as much as possible
be encouraged; and, until larger institutions of the
kind can be set in operation, the government and local
authorities should be empowered to contract with
the directors of such schools for the maintenance and
education of criminal children, suoh schools to be
subject to government inspection. And there Is one
other point insisted upon at the conference, to wnich
we would call particular notice.that means should
be provided, in the case of deserving boys, to ap-

fjrentice them, or provide for them in such a way, ou

earing the reformatory schools, that they shall be
enabled, as it were, to begin life afresh, as honest,
industrious lads, promising to be worthy and reputable
citizens. We have the emoodies of the principal sub¬
jects discussed, and discussed they were with a
htrions earnestness that arguoe well lor the successor
the meaeuns piopoeed; and we really sanguinely
b >;.e and almost expect that, as in New York and
l'mladelphia such schools succeeded in reforming
three fourths of the criminal children sent to them,
we, too, shall ere long be able to reduce our fiftys to
tens and our tens to zero of the little vagrants and
thieves who are now a pest and a curve to Great
Britain. Such measures as these will do more to re¬
press crime than all the prisons, and treadmills, and
jienal settlements that were ever invented to punishignorance as crime.
The mode of artificially propagating fish was, we

believe, first practised by the French; but it appears
that the Scotch people are applying themselves to it
with their usual earnestness of purpose, m the
bojtes of improving the salmon fisheries of the Tay,
in which for some years previously there had been
lamentable deficiencies, much to the regret of the
lords and tenants of th.+e fisheries. This w efleeted
bymeaisof boxes, in which the impregnated ova
are deposited, and kept, when they come to life, till
such time as they are able to provide for their own
safety against the trouts and water-ousels, which
ordii anJy destroy and swallow eighty or ninety per
cent of all the ova that are impregnated. About
200,000 ova have thus been rescued from destruction
by this ingenious prosess below one single foid at
the mouth of the river Almond, in Perthshire; and
what, we ask, would be the produce of the fisheries
in two or three years if the ova were thus preserved
till they became healthy, well-to-do young salmous,
in allthe fords and spawning places of the lay aud
othergnat salmon rivers of the British islands? Our
transatlantic friends, we rather think, are not quite
ignorant of these |MMM; but i>o*sib!y their Iresh
virgin strum i scarcely require those schemes of reju-
VMMM that are re jutsite lorthe piscatorial riveis
cf Wan'- usedap Old England.

In tbe theatrical world.though the houses are
nearly all cloned. all is life, bustle an J activity, giv¬
ing note of preparation of forthcoming pantummes.
(lieat things are exiiected of the Hajmarket.Buck-
stone, lessee. and tlie Olympic.Wigan, lessee; and
beasMiud that I will, per Tuesday ukht's post, give
jou a full, detailed account of the boxing-night's
doings at all the houses. On that afternoon 1 dine
with mjfrattr uud some literary celebrities, under
the understanding that we separate immediately
atter dessert in order each to visit a theatre. After¬
wards, we meet again at supper, each to prepare a
criticism t> be tendered as an offering to

Don C.esas.
Our Pari* Correspondence.

Paws, Dec. 15, 1853.
The Naval Battle off Sinope.The Engluh Minis¬
try.The Season in Paris.Fashions, 4"f., i'c.
Tbe confirmation contained in tbc Moniteur, of

the affair at Sinope, which I gave you in »y last, bai
produced the liveliest seneatiou tn all circles, whether
domestic or diplomatic. In fact, Paris.from the
hotel of the Minister to the meanest cabinet iu the
suburbs.may be sa!d to be full of but one subject.
that of imminent war with the Coisack.
Time* of agitation bare occu-ionally as much

geographical as human importance, and the small
square town of Sinope. placed on a jotting isthmus
of the Black Sea. ia just now an instance of this.
It was, to be sure, the birth-place of Diogeaes and
tbe capital of Mithridates; but, aa a town, it haa
long been only known as containing some 8,000 or

10,000 inhabitants, living among bouses and fortifi¬
cations whoee ruinous condition scarcely afforded
shelter, mnch less defence.bnt it certainly now bids
feir to be famous in the latter half of the nineteenth
century. Tte official statement is, as you are aware,
tbaton November the 30th tbe Russian Admiral,
Xachlmoff, at the head of six ships of the line,
forced the entranc# of the pott of Sinope. and de¬
stroyed in an hour's combat leven frigates, two cor*

vettes, one steamer, and three transport*; that the
frigate, tbe least damaged, which the Russians were

taking back with them to Sebastapol, was obliged
to be abandoned at sea; and that Osman Pacha,
withhii officers and men, was removed to the Rossan
Admiral's vessel; tbat, moreover, an aid-decamp Of
Piinre Mensehikoff brought the news on December
5'h to Odessa, whencc it arrived at Paris by telegraph;
that it was confirmed, from Bacharest. To those
who interpret this announcement in its most literal
tense. and by fur the larger majority are disposed to
do so.this is viewed as .in event of Burpawlug
gravity. It was only on the 2:>d nit. that M. de
Dili* k dcclored at Constantinople, on the part of tbe
(i, r. tbst, regretting sincerely matters bad alraadv
proci eded ro far as the shedding of blood, he should,
nevertheless limit himself entirely to a de'ensive ac

tion; whereas, as the fact above mentioned stands
recorded, it is one of the most violent example* of
aggressive warfare that can tie perpetrated.

Sinope, wretchedly neglected as it has been, ia,
with tbe exception of Constantinople, the only naval
aneoal of Turkey. It is there that she builds her
ships (f tbe line, and the adjacent country supplies
it with timber of a quality superior to any other in
ber empire. It Is the best harbor in Asia Minor.
From tbe fact of H* running out into the set as a

species of promontory.it constitutes, in reality, on
its cast snd ire-it sides, two capacious harbors: and,
deprived of this important resource, the Turkish
comnumicatit n between Tiebizond ai.d B.toum is
interrupted, atd also witf. her array ia Asia. If,
th'B, it is urged, Russian ships of the line,
wiling out from Bebastopoi to this port,
aid situated three hnnlrei miles from tbe
If #phcn>s, hive deiib ratily an 1 of p irpose
forced an entrance iu'o the roadstead, atij devrojrH a

Turkish rqnadronqu etiy ruh g at anclijr.ttieyhivc
dciethat a blob Lo (OkvqttDt state of .varfire c in

exceed. It if. it i« raid, only the climax to a long a id
tlalxfftte tissrr of h;.|ncr-» 'o t*r»n aoch a (WiH'ifd-W " .( '.dr 'n the tfevi - ve

"

sn-i it is in u »!»¦. it
ii I » i,lin, if l*ii 'nd n't' '>

tep torwari and vindicate tue po'lcy te which sua

sap'eiigfd hersei!. TieCousack is. *n»re'er*, ie

otarad tohm flung »w»y the hatchet, and that the
hew of France haa come at kngth. .Many pereom, If not of cooler judgment, or Ms«
citable feelings at least. are disposed to ooaeider tne

great Autocrat far too politic to hare bo WB«Htod
himself. It is well Known that in Circaaaa aaanjot
the pMsafits were only kept down froiu riling o
their Ruseaan task masters, by the want of «mv, *n,jto supply thorn with theee, more than one attempt
had been made by the Turkish convoys. On the 14th.
ult., it is believed that three frtgtfe* and two small
steamers entered Trebizond, oomingfrom Const anti*
nople on their way to Batoum. Their oargjwaa
aims and ammunition, and tbtir intention was to ei-
feet a landing on the CircaSfcian.coa.st. It is thought
that they were successful in this attain »t, and that
on thtir leturn they were sighted, ehued and cap¬
tured by Russian cruisers. Of course, if this little
equadron should prove to be Uie fleet in question, the
whole affair wi'l assume another complexion, and a

casualty of this nature would have befallen the Turks
only in the ordinary reprisal* of such a warfare.

" it iwiB improvable.. v*.»>uiv ooea, on tne race
. ..Anfiltnlthat withttie united naval force o. . .^wauu

in the Bosphonie, Russia should take astep so directly
in violation of her re :entJy pledged aaauranoe, and
thus lienrd the lion, at a moment when, apparently,
she ha* just ahown a disposition to parley with it.
But it must bo confessed that many well informed
persons are inclined to look upon the affair in its
most disagreeable aspect. They believe that Russia
has seised the ocsasion ot avenging the diiaaterw she
baa n.et with on land, by what she ia pleased to term
u gresit naval victory. They point to ths oireiitn-
stance of Prince Meuscbikoirs immediate departure
to convey the intelligence to his imperial master, as
significant of the great importance attajhed to the
event. Tfcey point also to the fact of two stsamers
frcm Constantinople being despatched forwith to Si-
nope, and to the opportunity tue capture of such a
port affoids to the Czar of resderiflg nugatory the
fate success of the Ottomans in Asia. They believe,
m>reover, that but for the presence of the English
tu,d French fleets in the Bosphorus, Nicholas would
have even attacked Constantinople itself, and that,
in the exultation ol his devouring ambition, this
uittbein Napoleon thinks to make the. Black Sea a
Em-toll inltf; and f0 they lift up their voice* and
crv aloud for thC most energetic measures. Indeed,
ii is Kencraliy understood that Oneral Baraguay
d'Hilliers at ull events, bad in hLs portfolio t ustrue
tions of euch a nature that, suppoa'ng the ambaasa
dor from Englaud was at ail similarly advised, the
the combined lietts may be already in the Blast Sea,
»Ld pt rbaps on their way to Sebaitop.il.

A rumor prevails that this event mis produced a
sensation in the English cabinet that might powlbly
larirg about a ministerial crisis. If, as there seems
but little doubt, Lord Aberdeen has been lei away
by bis respect for the character of the Czax, it ia not
improbable that a tircumatance of this kind may
cause almost as great a commotion at St. James as
the broadsides of the autocrat occasioned at Smope.
Be this as it may, there seems to be a probability,
under any circamstanoes, should the event remain
uncontradicted, that the British Parliament will be
summoned at tue earliest opportunity. *

When, in fact, it Is remembered that if the Rus¬
sians should take permanent possesoion of Synope.
they have it in their power to render it a specie# of
Gibraltar an the Turkish coast of the Black Sea ;
that, established in such a position, they might land
considerable bodies of troops, keep in check the
centre ot Asia Minor, and cut off all commuuieation
between Constantinople and Erzeroum, the im-
portaiice of this plaou in a strategic point of view
cannot be overestimated It appears that so far back
ns lfcOH, when an atteatpt was made upon Constanti¬
nople by the English Admiral Duokworth, the
French ambassedor of that day, General
£ebastiani, teeing the imjiortanae of Sinope,
ut some French officers to improve ita fortiflea

tions, and a battery iAs erected at the poiat of the
promontory, in such a manner as to command both
sides of the peninsula, at the entrance of the road¬
stead. The Russians bad once, in 1M)7, made an
attack cn Trebizouo bv sea, and were repulsed; and
tbe Tuiks, seeing that nothing was ever attempted
at SyLope, have, with their usual carelessness, Buf¬
fered everything to fall to ruin and deoay for the
last forty 3 tare, and it may easily be conceived that
such a place, with its miserably dilapidated ram¬
parts, would be easily knocked to pieces by the
fceavy broadsides of aix ships of the line playing
upon it for an hour.

Viee Acmiral Nachimcff, who commanded on the
occasion, baa under him the tilth division of the
*bole Russian fleet. Osman Pacha, who was for¬
merly a coiisideiable time in Paris when a captain,
is one of the vice admirals of the Ottoman fleet.

Altogether, this report, even should it turn out to
be less important than is generally supposed, ia not
without its use as showing distinctly the highly in¬
flammable nature of tbe political atmosphere. After

a repose of almost forty years, the sluggish element,
in (.pite of an occasional revolution, was too
prt dominant to be roused at once; but the
last ten months have been busily applying
to tbe public mind a specie! of alow blister,
ti-.e angry eflect of which is now fairly beginning to
dtvilope itself; and matters which a year ago would
have lx en considered trifles, are now sufficient to
set all France in arms. The tntmU cordial* with
Encland for the present if perfect. Nothing can
surpass the politeness of two nations towards each
other who, eighleen months ago, were apparently
ready to fly at one another's throats; their journal*
reciprocate bland sentiments acroai the Channel
with exemplary Christian feeling; and there is even

a talk of an Imperial visit to England, whose Queen
and consort are, in return, to honor the great exhibi¬
tion of 1P66 with their presence in Paris. The
atatue of Marshal Key, too, is uncovered, la its atti
tude of command; and the Ttmtt, who, on any
other occasion, would have aneerei at the inainua
tions of M. Dupin's oration, writes an article eaarce
lv less laudatory than felicitous in expression in
honor of the hero whom the great Wellington might
have saved from a fate as cruel aa it was nnjuat.
Evtrv thing is,f« the nonoe, coidtur de rose ; and all
who "wish that the last half of this century may be as
beneficial to the cause of progress as the last has
been, will pray that such may long continue to be
ihe care. Meanwhile we wait the aolution of the
Eastern enigma. An engagement has taken place,
it is said, between Kalefat and Kragova. The Turks
were commaaded by Iamae! Pacha.the Unflaians by
Kynvit:h. Tbe battle was severe, but a drawn one
the Russians retiring behind entrenchneuta at

Kragova. . , ... ..By whv of i Writing the public mind from the
traviiy of Eastern affairs, tbe Bey of Tunis ha* ex¬
cited a perfx-tfuror of fun l>y his ludicrous lamenta¬
tion for tbe loss of his wives. As Ben Aget, hie
former minister, had plundt red his treasury, the Bey,

in requital, plunders nis harem. and.bringing the In
mates to Paris, secures them with bolt and bar, not
cmittinir the argus eyes of the police. But u well
try to preveat the limpid element so welcome to tne
parched voyaser of tbe desert from finding its level,
a- expect a daughter of Eve to rest under durance
vile in Paria. If lovers were indicted, the jealoua
Bey could not object that the ladies of hia harem
ahould receire rcJnr#r.«, and plenipotentiaries from
that queen of taste, Madame Catndle, and from that
wonder-working modiste, Madame Laun, whose de¬
licious lionnets, ao fairy like and so gosaamer, eeem
the spontaneous offspring of nature's own bidding.
But the result has pomewhat surprised him. Bolts
and bars have dissolved in air in presence of the Pa¬
risian c< -tunie ; tbe eves of the jiolice were dazzled
and dimmed by the la.4 effort of such celebrated ar-
tWee : and the ladies of tbe harem, bonnetted,
coifed, mantilaed, and robed afUr the most ap¬
proved fashion of that city.tbe Bey ij in despair,
and ParU convulsed with laughter.
The Emj eror has his first reception to night, at

which foreigner! who have not yet had the honor of
a presentation are to be introduced by their respec

li\ e ambassadors. This is preparatory to thejour dt
i. * at which none will appear who have not pre-

v cusly been favored with this initiation. A dispo-
H'i n r-eetps to be evinced to put forward young
Jerome Bonaparte much more than before; at the in-
anturution of Marshal Ney's statue Louis Naoalein
d'u » ot as*i»t as was expected, nor at the onernng of
the Boulevard de SwacboTg In both of which instanoea
his cousin Jerome represented him. It may hap¬
ten that, despairing already of seeing a lineal
d»-« t-ndant or bis dynasty, he is anxious, in case ef
accident, to secure as much favor aa possible for
Jeir tne. Hitherto that pereonage, without aeeming
d'stHsu ful to tae public , has enjoyed a negative species
of ix.im arity. The part he took in the National Aa
s» lub'y has been less ascribed to principle than to
temper, and tbe facility with which be has tallen in¬
to his imperial position has not improved the nopu
Iarily of the Prinee of the Mountain. Still, if oe as-
rosiates heartily with his cousin, who never loaes an

opportunity of ^bowing the people that they are all
things toh m, he may jet win golden opinions, for in
¦onarchiehal Europe strange desires doth edge lU
ptinces.

Paris, Dec. 21, 1*53.
Tit Affair of Stn<ipt.Tht Alhaitrt oj the Four

Puti n t. Tht Position of Persia.Affairs onth*
Ctmt>f*nt-Canbaldt.Thf Italtan Opera,
The excitement produced by the affair at Sinope,

to wbi'.-h I drew your attention In my last, has not
bten allaj id by the intelligence in relation to It
which has since reached us. It is known that on

Wednesday, l?ecemter 14-that is. immediately on

tbe atrivil of the news.a meM-enger was despatched
ity the French government to Constantinople, with
positive orders to take the aborted routs, and to

travel with all jt03#ible sjieed. The nature of hi.<
erraci has n< t tianspired: Imt no oue doubta that
the time for prompt »no decisive measures has defl
nltive y a triced. In England, too, as I ventured to
hilt might postib'y he the case, a mioist^tial
erl-is fus o 'l orted; f.»r the re-'ijnati >n ol so impor
fit a number o* the Cabinet as Liri Pamenton
e»n wtmed not'.ing '^«s. either s. I . t-ie

laUli ' vl I# J C i «*« #* ® * *

^nnoofd'tt^ry i^grec.

Hie taMetla placarded on the Bourse at 04mm,
dated December 6, states that Admiral Naohiaeff
encounWed a Turco Egyptian fleet of elghteea
ships in the Blaok Sea, near Sinope; that he at¬
tacked, burnt, or aank them, slaughtering 6,000
Turka; tliat several English and French ofBoerH
were oa board. The sensation produced here by
the reading of thia pieoe of telegraphic information
it is not easy to describe. A tegular panic seized ifce
Bourse. The intelligence that four trigates. tm
French and two English, had immediately Ret
out for Siaope from Cona'-antinople !¦ part
allayed it. But th» government has been ooa

lulled to issuo most stringent order* to the
press to 1)0 cautious in the commentaries it mar
permit iUelf to make. The Suclt no sooner ven¬
tured to suggest that, for any benefit the Ottomans
teemed to have derived from the English and
French alliance, up ti the present moment it
might be a question wb»"- . "

. ^

combined »JtOKethe""r^ldPnotSve^
more advantageous to them than its preseuce, than
it received au uvtiti*ifmcnt. A pretence was
certaiuly put forward that it referred to another ,
matter, but the true reason was well understood.
In fact, attain are in that narrow, fidget .y state
that the government cannot afford so much as that a
spark of ridicule ahould fall on its acts or counoita,
for feat ol an explosion, doubtless, aud feels it*
thunders are only sleeping.
At the date at which I write, nothing is accurately

known. Despatches arrive by wav of Vienna, aud
experience has shown that that is a medium not
always trustworthy. The fact itself is ascertained,
but details have yet to be furnished.

A belief prevails that the slaughter amonuts to m
much as (i 000 or 7,000, aud that the capital de
slroyed is not less than tweutv millions ./ franos
The llusbian statement that the fleet has encountered
li not credited. The Turkish squadron ooull not
have been, it is argued, an expcdiitou on its way aj
bar been insinuated, to attack rtaktim Kalih, for this
plaie lieb so completely in the line ol Russian di>-
ttme tuat to nave attempted such an enterprise
would have been palpably to have run iuto destrue-
tior. It is ratbtrsupposed to have been a convoy atwut
to j iccced to Batoum, with the view of landiug sun-

phi .< and reinforcements for the Turkic force there
stationed. On this errand they did n t enc-unter but

a em deliberately sought out, and pursued 07 an over
pov crmg Iluss.an force, which diove them into the
loads of Sinope, and there utterly demolished them.
Tbii being the case, the ships must have been en-
cu&iberea by stores, tr.oos and ammunition, in a
Ha e so cr» wded and embarrassed is to have pre-
veited the nossitility of aaynitig like efl'ectua! re¬
sistance, ana, it is argued, to have thus attacked
them, shows a murderous spirit, utterly unexampled
in the annals of civilizeu warfare.

In leality, a feeling is begtuning to spread, which
may render a more prolonged nasisive action on tfhe
part ol the government uot without haaard. it was
only yesterday that a telegraphic despatch armed,
repotting "that the Tuikshaa been defeated at Akal-
sik, on the borders of Turkish Armenia, aod that they
had Itft -1,000 slain on the field and though im¬
plicit ci edit was not yielded to it, the public pnlae
ha* not beeu the less leverisli.
Ihe Journal dt» Dtbais, in regard to the confer¬

ence of the lour Towers, publishes the following as
the gieat "collective note

"i'be undersunicd, representatives ot Austria,
Fumce, Gun®- Britain and Pnr»-in, assemble! at a
coherence of Vienna, have rec rived instructions to
declare that tbeii respective governments behold
with a piolound regret the commencement of hostili¬
ties between Russia and the. Porte, and desire ex¬
ceedingly. by intervening between belligerent pow¬
ers, to prevent any fresh effusions of blood and to put
an end to a state of tbiags which menacaa aeuouslj
the peace of Europe. Kussia having given an assu-
tame that ale Mas disposed to treat, and tue under
signed not doubting thlt the Porte H animated with
the same spirit, they request in the name of thaw
respective governments V> be informed on what cua-
aitioffs the Ottoman Empire would consent to nego¬
tiate a treaty of pea:*."
But I am bound to iuforin you that the opinioa h

almost titif.riimouf here, <hat no favorable results are
to be looked fcr from th s conference. If expecta¬
tions ever did exist that good would come of it, it is
itlt that late events have dissipated thea. Consta*
tinople is known to be already in a tlame at the dis¬
astrous rejwrts which have been received,aud should,
as is mo>t probable, the ccnfirmation of these reports
anive about the same date as the collective note, the
pacific spit it of the Sultan may possibly not be ia
prove4. 1 have only this morning seen a private let¬
ter from Bucharest, in which the writer states,
if in England or in France any hopes of toe repoM
of Enroiie are founded on the power and influence
of the conf6tenc« they ought to be of very alight
character, for that from personal knowledge of the
coast, tse camp, and the Russian society in pentr*!,
be is able toaastrt that the Emperor has not the
smallest intention of listening to anything but the
mo-t abject submission on the pert of the Sultan, and
that th Russ'ans a>t people are prepaied ti support
Lim to the death tint tLej consider the present war
s u holy war. aa a crusade, in which it u an act of
lietytojuin, and that toe grca'er the laolitiou ia
which t&eir autocrat may be placed, the more im¬
plicit will be their devMon to him. Tae writer.
. no he is one whose word aud experience may be
rel:ed on. goes on to state that he has spent mnnth«
amoug the Ruesian army, and never at any ii«w
had be seen CLthuslnsm so intense aa was displayed
among all ranks. He believes the whole bna ness of
the confluence a " delusion, a mockery and a snare "

got up by good nature!, well-meaning people, whose
fears of the dreadful consequence* of war have <

hoodwinked their finer perception, and that so loag
as the Western power* con juue to practise towards
the Emperor of Russ'a the same sys>em of delicate
forbearance which has hitherto distinguished them,as
long will he persist in his encroachments; and, mera-
ovt r. that the sincerity of the French and English al¬
liance is sot credited, and that its duration is believed
to be impossible.

Allowing for some exaggeration in the viewe of
the wiiter and the inferences be ia disposed to draw,
it cannot be denied that opinions very similar to hie
are prevalent. It ia calculated that, what with priaoa-
ers. with wounded and slain, the Turks must aueadi

'

be minus the services of some 20.000 of their beat
troop*, and the national pride is offended that such

a lot-s should have been sustained, onder the very
guns, as it were, of France. Persia, too, has declared
war with the Ottoman, and we may expect every
day to hear of a combined Russian and Penian
expedition moving on a Turkish poaitioa.
the position of the Persian territories, conterminous
with the Asiatic provinces of Turkey, the Traoa-
Cam-asian provinces of Russia, and the wi.d regions of
Afghanistan. gives its government unusual facilities
tor making diversions in one or other of these direc¬
tions, and if its mi itary strength is small, its advaa-
tagts of situation are sufficient to counterbalance
this deficiency. Therefore the conduct of the Court
of Teberan at the pre-ent jut,dure is considered to
have added increased perplexity to the state of affaire.

I«. the midst of all our anxieties, the news of Lord
Pslmeistou's resignation has been as oil to the
smouJdering smUrs. It is useless, worse than use¬
less, fcr the Locdon journals to attribute this cir¬
cumstance to ti e reform bill, proposed to be intro¬
duced by the British Caftinet: no one will believe it
to have originated in any other motive than that
his tots 1 want of cotifidfnoe the foreign adminis¬
tration. The French papers are unanimous in repu¬
diating any other plea. Converse with whom yoa
will, nnlitdiy, civil, or diplomatic, but one commen¬

tary is made, that the cause of Palmeratoa's resig-
1 ati> n is the puealioimltv of Aberdeen. It ia
thought that in the present state of affairs, a

n inistry caniot gu on in England without Lord
Palnurstt a. snd that therefore Hut nobleman
will be called again to the Queen's councils
td«r very oifferent auspices.that, in fact, he will

be irqulied to form an administration of his own,
holding, at the same time, the seals of the foreign
office. If, however. Lord John Itussell should ul
ihe vacancy made by the retiring Secretary for the
llon.e Department, the minia.ry would, doubtlew,
meet the approaching Parliament, iu which case,
under aiy cironmstancM, they are sure of a ma¬

jority. should the Cabit et fall to pieces, it oou

only be from thoee internal dissension* whi^h tn .

state of foreign relations will ha>-e iniu ed. Bat ¦

thtre is a public opinion grosirg up with ut Uie
wal s cf Parliament, which 1,0 ministry, however
strong its majority, can afford to despiiw; snd re-
rent circumstances have given an Impulse to this,
which cannot fail to make itseir felt. And if it should
turn out, as Is supposed, that an English merchant
man trading in the Black Sea has been really boarded
and searched by a Russian msn of-war, :t will re¬

quite a stronger man than Lord Aberdeen or Any
other lord it> the present administration, to resist the
ptes.-i.re that *ilf be brought to bear on the council.*
of the nation.
To return to Lord Pslnserston. however. It is not ,

to be believed that his objection to the proposed re¬

form bill could have t* riously influenced aim ia ten
dertng bis resignation. Under present circumstmc-js,
rtie House coold have oon-erredtothe po-tpoiicmeu*
of any measure of the kind till another sessi n, and
no one better than Lord Pslmerston must hsve
known this. The general opiuuin ia that he has oer

tairily not forgotten his dismissal in 1X51. but that
he was utterly disinalincd to Ucotue the defender in
l'arli imeut ot a foreign policy so entireiy at variance
with tfiat which be tas hinwelf so successfully
ptitsi ed.

In the pr»>ent state of the [>o!itloil atmosphere
the Ilrit^h residents at Parts have with such go>d
estnst fought to evince their syaipathy with tho
triet '«¦ cmthalt, that they hsve collected a sum jf
lO.fiCO frscce for a tablet (O the memory of Li-mK^
Bi I'ot, » ho por shed in the Ute Arctic Expedition la
seari h of SirJobn FranKhn. it is somewhat :ur*o'w
to ob-erve, h< wever, that Frenchmen, if they posse s,

do not exhibit t'lelr enthusiasm ia so ?o'id a fa«liion
hp need 'en pertd Jobu Bui!, for all tliU tUe Freooh
murii tt»e r a« t>t do noour to *»i.« r

t . nnr>> n s 1- * m nv I »»* r:i hi 'i 'iudr«*>l r>i c*.
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ha', the thing has altoge'ser been orordjoe, bow-


